
 
From: Cory L. Hitchcock [mailto:Cory@sonosky.net] On Behalf Of Lloyd B. Miller 
Sent: Friday, April 06, 2012 6:01 PM 
Subject: NTCSCC: Disclosure of CSC Data from IHS and BIA  
 
Members of the National Tribal Contract Support Cost Coalition: 
 
As the week draws to a close, I thought I would share an update on our efforts to force the disclosure of CSC 
data from IHS and the BIA. 
 
You will recall that we submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to IHS on behalf of the 
Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board.  We submitted a separate request to the BIA in the name of your 
Coalition.  Both agencies denied the request and we have now taken appeals.  
 
IHS took the position that the CSC data was protected from disclosure until the overall CSC report had been 
formally cleared through the Secretary’s office.  That process, as you know, can take years.  Our appeal (which 
is enclosed) challenges IHS’s assertion and shows that the data can easily be separated from the balance of 
the annual congressional report.   
 
The BIA simply responded that it had no documents as described in our FOIA request.  Our appeal challenges 
this assertion, directs the BIA to search a particular office, and demands a detailed statement from the head of 
the BIA regarding the efforts made to locate the data.  A copy of that appeal is also enclosed. 
 
Our best information is that the agencies are particularly resistant to disclosing data while the Supreme Court 
litigation is underway in the Ramah and Arctic Slope cases.  Hopefully the agencies will be more cooperative 
after the appeals are decided.  If not, the only option left may be to commence litigation which would enforce 
upon the agencies the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act.  However, a second option we will 
continue pursuing is to request the addition of new statutory language to the pending FY 2013 Appropriations 
Act.  (We will, of course, not file any litigation without first thoroughly consulting with you and receiving your 
authorization.)   
 
Lloyd 
 
P.S. In order to keep these enclosures relatively small we have excluded the documents which were attached 
to the appeals.  If you would like a complete copy of the appeals, please contact my assistant at 
cory@sonosky.net.   

 
Lloyd B. Miller 
Sonosky, Chambers, Sachse, Miller & Munson, LLP 
900 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 700 
Anchorage, Alaska  99501 
Telephone:  (907)258-6377 
Facsimile:     (907)272-8332 
E-Mail:          lloyd@sonosky.net 
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